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Echinomastus mariposensis is a rather small solitary plant covered with white dense radial spines which hide completely the stem and bearing long central spines of a nice gray-bluish colour that gives these plants a typical appearence. E. mariposensis lives in the desert on limestone rocky soil at low mid-altitudes between 700 and 1300 meters. They are found on plateaus and hills slopes as well as on mountains peaks.

The name of the species comes from that of a mining company (Mariposa Mine) located near Terlingua, close to the place where these plants were discovered by Hester in 1945. The population found in type locality has been the only known population of this species for many years and has been extensively plundered for commercial purposes. For this reason E. mariposensis has been considered for long time a rare species, almost extinct in its habitat (Weniger 1988). However, more recently, new healthy populations of this species were discovered in Mexico, in Chihuahua and Cuatro Cinegas, as well as in Texas, in Brewster county, near Marathon in almost inaccessible sites, which hopefully will prevent their commercial exploitation. It comes out that the plants rarely found in the type locality can be considered a marginal population, occurring at the westernmost edge of the overall distribution range, while these new populations are composed of numerous, bigger, healthier plants and we can conclude that E. mariposensis does in fact occur abundantly across its distribution range (Raun 1997, Powel&Weedin 2004). 
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    Plants of E. mariposensis are rarely found in collections, both because plants and seeds are seldom available and because they are perhaps the most difficult species to grow. The plant in the picture below on the left is over 15en years old but, despite its good shape, it never flowered so far. The picture on the right shows the magnificent flowers of a plant from the collection of Giuseppe Ruini.  
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      Apex, February 2008   Plant with flowers (G. Ruini)      

  When small they do not like too much sun and it seems they grow better with a light shading. In the picture on the left a one year old seedling, the only one obtained from 10 seeds, which died a few months after the photo was taken. The picture below on the left shows a few years old plant from the collection of Dante Santori, which is still rather small. Below on the right, a great surprise! For a mistake a seed of E. mariposensis landed in a pot hosting E. unguispinus and grew besides one of the seedlings of this last species. Thanks to my negligence, this plant is still alive!      
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